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Reflection Questions Week 2 

Chapter 2 

 
Read Chapter 2 in Luke’s Gospel and pages 59-77 in the Pablo Gadenz Commentary. 
Before you begin, say a prayer, then as you read, pause and reflect on the following 
questions. You will share as many of these as time permits on October 22nd in your 
small group.  

(An opening prayer suggestion: “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.”  Psalm 19:14) 

Ch. 2:1-7 Luke tells us Jesus was born in Bethlehem; a place infused with 
salvation history. King David was born and anointed here; Micah foretold it 
would be the birthplace of Christ; Bethlehem is Hebrew for “city of bread;” 
and Jesus is the Bread of Life. He was also laid in a manger, a feeding trough.  
What significance do you find in the circumstances of Jesus’ birth? What is their most 
important lesson(s) for you? 

 

 

Ch. 2:8-10 Luke continues with the invitation to the shepherds who were 
keeping the night watch. Why shepherds? How do the circumstances surrounding 
Jesus’ birth highlight Luke’s theme of God’s identification with the poor and the 
forsaken?  

 

Ch. 2: 11 The child born in Bethlehem is not only Savior and Messiah, He is 

Lord—someone of authority; why else would the angel have announced His 

birth.  What do you have in mind when you acknowledge Jesus as your Lord?  

 

Ch. 2:15-16 The shepherds were eager to respond to the angel’s message, 

leaving with “haste,” just as Mary did when she left to visit Elizabeth after 

Gabriel’s visit. How have you responded quickly to God’s invitations and instructions? 

 

Ch. 2:17-20 The shepherds returned to their flocks, telling others about the 

birth of a savior. They play an important role in the birth of Jesus. They are 

the first to hear and greet Him, and the first to tell the world. What is the 

lesson we see in the response of the shepherds? How is the theme of shepherding 

continued in Jesus’ ministry? 
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Ch. 2:21-24 Mary and Joseph were obedient to God’s Law. After eight days 

they had Jesus circumcised (His first blood shed for us), completed Mary’s 

purification, and consecrated Jesus to the Lord with a sacrifice of two turtle 

doves (a less expensive offering indicating they were poor) Jesus, born of the 

lowly will lift up the lowly. What example do Joseph and Mary set for us? 

 

Ch. 2:25-38 A man, Simeon, who was told by the Holy Spirit he would see the 

Messiah of the Lord before seeing death, encounters Jesus. The prophetess, 

Anna, bears witness to Jesus, right after giving thanks to God and speaking 

of the child all “were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.”  Simeon and 

Anna play important roles in this chapter. Who were they? How does Simeon’s prophecy 

help reveal to us Jesus’ mission? What important events do his words foreshadow? How 

can Anna be a model for us? 

 

 

Ch. 2:41-51 At twelve years of age, the Holy Family travels to Jerusalem to 

celebrate Passover. According to Jewish custom, religious instruction of a 

boy increases after twelve. Jesus stayed in the Temple, while Mary and 

Joseph searched for three days for Him. This may remind us of Mary’s 

suffering when Jesus was in the tomb for three days. It is also significant 

that Jesus’ first recorded words were within the Temple. Thinking of Mary, what 

do you imagine Mary’s thoughts and ponderings to be at this point in Jesus’ life? 

 

In this chapter, Jesus is given many titles. How do the titles given to Jesus, reveal 

His mystery and mission to you? 

 

In what ways has the reading of Luke’s Gospel reminded you what it means to be a 

human being and a child of God? 

Living Out His Word 

Consider this week how God is calling you to… 

- Look to Jesus for direction before responding, thinking “What Would Jesus Do” 

- Identify something you are tempted to make a superficial priority (abilities, 

personal appearance, possessions, status, etc.) 

- Provide comfort and support to one who is suffering and needs affirmation that 

they are a child of God 


