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Reflection Questions for Week 11 

Chapter 11 

 

Read Chapter 11 in Mark’s Gospel and pages 219-235 in the Mary Healy 
Commentary. As you read, pause and reflect on the following questions. 
You will share as many of these as time permits on March 5th in your small 
group. 

 

Ch. 11:8-10 Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a colt (the only time Mark recounts 
Jesus riding an animal). He is welcomed with various expressions of honor 
when He arrives, a gesture of respect for a king, like rolling out the red 
carpet. Are there any expressions of devotion with which you welcome His presence in 
your life each day?   

 

 

 

Ch. 11:12-14  Jesus approaches a fig tree to satisfy His hunger only to find it 
fruitless. In Mark, fruitfulness is an image for responding to Jesus in faith. 
The lack of fruit points toward the absence of faith and prayer Jesus finds 
later in the Temple.  If Jesus were to come and examine your life for the fruit you’ve 
borne for him, what would He find?  

 

 

 

Ch. 11:15-17  Jesus disrupts the commerce in the Temple area by 

overturning tables and preventing anyone from carrying anything through 

the Temple area. He was not striking at the Temple itself but at the gaudy 

display and source of wealth it had become, endangering its existence. When 

you participate in the liturgy, is your mind sometimes like the busy Temple plaza? What 

do you do (or could you do) to overcome this problem? 
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Ch. 11: 20-21 Peter seems to be amazed at the effect Jesus’ words had on 

the now withered fig tree. Does he not remember witnessing Jesus calming a 

storm at sea and raising a girl to life by His words? It is like Peter needs a 

daily reminder of who Jesus is and what He is able to do. How often do I need 

to be reminded of who Jesus is and of what He has done and is able to do?  

 

 

Ch. 11:22 “Have faith in God.” Jesus tells His disciples to trust God, rely on 

God, and have confidence in God. All Jesus will teach about prayer will be 

based on these three (trust, reliance, and confidence). Prayer is not a matter 

of words but an expression of our fundamental relationship with God. What is 

your prayer life like? How much time do you speak? How much time do you listen? 

 

 

Ch. 11:23-24  In faith we trust that God can do what is humanly impossible. 

The image of moving a mountain is not an invitation to test God but 

expresses “the limitless power of prayer rooted in unconditional faith.” Jesus 

taught, “Everything is possible to one who has faith: (9:23).  What has been my 

experience of praying for something I wanted dearly?  What do I do when it seems like 

God is not responding? 

 

 

 

Ch. 11:25-26  This is the only time in Mark’s Gospel that Jesus speaks of the 

necessity of forgiving others. Unforgiveness is an obstacle to receiving God’s 

forgiveness and to prayer. How can we speak to God as our Father if our 

hearts are closed to God’s other children?  How have I experienced a connection 

between my forgiving others and my being able to turn to God in prayer?  

 

 

In the Gospel Reading this week, what touched me most deeply? What kinds of things 

will I do this Lent to grow closer to Jesus and in Him to others? 


