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Reflection Questions for Week 8 

Chapter 8 

 

Read Chapter 8 in Mark’s Gospel and Pages 150-171 in the Mary Healy 
Commentary. As you read, pause and reflect on the following questions. 
You will share as many of these as time permits on January 15th in your 
small group. 

 

Ch. 8:1-2  Jesus is moved by those who have been with him for three days 
and are hungry. Jesus has compassion for those with physical and spiritual 
needs. How am I moved by the hunger and needs of others?   

 

 

Ch. 8:3-8  Jesus repeats the lesson of feeding 5,000 here. The disciples still 
question how the large group will be fed. They should know that what they 
have, however little, is sufficient to meet the needs when placed in Jesus’ 
hands.  How has Jesus taken the little I have put at his disposal and turned it into an 
abundance? 

 

 

Ch. 8:14-15  Just as leaven permeates and transforms dough, Jesus warns 

his disciples that the Pharisees and Herod could have a bad influence on 

them. What influences do I need to guard against? 

 

 

Ch. 8: 14-16  The disciples thoughts are elsewhere and completely miss what 

Jesus is saying. They now are worried they do not have enough bread along 

for their next meal. If I had tape-recorded all my thoughts during the last Mass I 

attended, what would I find on the tape? 
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Ch. 8:22  Once again a person in need will be healed because relatives or 

friends bring him to Jesus. Whom do I bring to Jesus in my prayers? What needs of 

theirs do I lay before him? 

 

 

Ch. 8:23  Jesus took the blind man by the hand and led him... How has Jesus 

led me when I could not see where I was going? 

 

 

Ch. 8:27-29  Jesus asks his disciples, who do people say that I am and also 

who do they say he is.  How do I answer Jesus’ question? Who do I proclaim him to 

be? 

 

 

Ch. 8:30-31  Jesus began to teach that he must suffer greatly because he 

would be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes. He told them he 

would be killed and rise after three days. If I had been among the disciples that 

day and heard Jesus speak of his suffering, dying, and rising, how would I have 

reacted? 

 

 

Ch. 8:34-38  Jesus followers faced a challenge, would they maintain their 

allegiance to Jesus despite his death on a cross, or would they be ashamed to 

admit they were his followers. Have I ever soft-pedaled my identity as a Christian 

because of social pressure? What do I do when there is a conflict between the words of 

Jesus and the morals of the society in which I live? 

 

 

In the Gospel Reading this week, what touched me most deeply? 


