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 These past five weeks our second reading has been bringing us 

through the Book of Revelation, which is certainly one of the most 

interesting and challenging books to read.  In my seminary days, one 

the deacons was scheduled to preach at a daily Mass.  The first 

reading was from Revelation and really difficult to understand.  He 

approached the ambo and said, “There is a lot of death and blood in 

this one.  I don’t know what it means, but it doesn’t sound good.”  

Everyone started cracking up. 

 In my brief time this morning, I would like to give you a brief 

overview of this final book.  In a couple of years, my hope is to do a 

study with our parish on this most fascinating book.   

 First, the title of the book in the Greek is the Apocalypse of John.  

Apocalypse can be translated as revelation or unveiling.  In some 

sense, the Book of Revelation unveils or “pulls the curtain back” on 

two things: First, Jesus Christ (chapters 1-11) and second, the Church 

(chapters 12-22) or the Bride of Christ.  John will do this through this 

through symbolic imagery and numbers, many drawn from the OT. 

 John begins the book with a circular letter to seven churches 

scattered around the Roman province of Asia Minor, or what is modern 

day Turkey.  In the Scripture, seven symbolizes completeness.  This 

letter, then, is not just meant for those seven churches, but for 

Christians in every generation. 
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 In addressing each church, John points out things they are doing 

well.  He also addresses, however, there are problems in each church 

and therefore, correction is needed.  One was materially affluent, but 

spiritually poor.  One fell away from its first love and became slothful.  

Others had morally compromised part of the gospel.   

 John warns them that things will get worse.  There will be a 

tribulation that which will force the churches to choose between 

compromise and remaining faithful.  The temptation was to deny Jesus 

and join the spirit of the Roman age.  Jesus encourages faithfulness 

and promises reward for those churches that overcome or conquer.  

Those that conquer will inherit the new world (Rev. 21-22).   

 After addressing each church, John has an image of God’s 

heavenly throne room.  God’s throne is surrounded by creatures and 

elders, which represent all of creation who give allegiance and honor 

to God.  John then sees a scroll that is sealed up with seven wax seals.  

It symbolizes the message of the prophets and how God’s kingdom will 

come on earth as it is in heaven.  He is sad that no one is able to open 

the scroll. 

 John, however, is told not to weep.  The lion of the tribe of 

Judah and Root of David can open the scroll.  He turns expecting to 

see a majestic lion, but instead sees something very different.  He 

sees a sacrificed bloody lamb, standing as though slain. (Rev. 5:6)   
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 The lamb has seven horns and seven eyes.  Horn symbolizes 

power and eyes symbolize sight.  The lamb, while appearing to be 

weak, is all-powerful (omnipotent) and all knowing (omniscient).  He 

has conquered his enemies by dying for them.  The lamb has the 

authority to open the scroll.  In other words, Jesus, the crucified 

Messiah, has the divine authority to guide history to its conclusion.      

 Next, John presents a series of sevens that bring about God’s 

kingdom.  There are seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls.  

Each cycle of seven depicts God’s kingdom and justice coming here on 

earth.  God calls those who resist Him to repent, while those faithful to 

God are tried and purified.   

 In the midst of these great trials, John sees a huge army of 

witnesses remaining faithful to Jesus – 144,000 – 12,000 from each 

tribe of Israel.  It is a symbolic number.  Like seven, twelve is a 

number of completeness.  There is 12 x 12 x 1,000 = 144,000 - a 

multiethnic army from all the nations.  They are the redeemed, those 

who have been purified by the blood of the lamb, who worship God.  

Like the lamb, they overcome their enemies not by violence, but by 

bearing witness to the lamb, by their suffering and by their love.   
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 After three sets of seven (seals, trumpets, and bowls), John sees 

a cosmic spiritual battle that lies behind the suffering of the seven 

churches.  It is a battle between the ancient serpent (Gn 3) or a red 

dragon and a woman clothed with the sun.   

 The dragon has his army, which tries to conquer through power, 

violence, and propaganda.  It demands full allegiance from those who 

follow him.  This serpent or dragon symbolizes every nation that exalts 

itself in the face of God and His kingdom. 

 In contrast to the serpent, there is a woman, who symbolizes 

God’s faithful people, those who remain faithful to the lamb.  

Traditionally, this woman also represents Mary, who remained faithful 

to Jesus at the foot of the Cross.  These two armies clash throughout 

history, wherein they engage in a great battle at the end of time.  

Eventually, John sees the dragon and his army fall.  They are 

quarantined from God’s kingdom once and for all, where they will 

never again corrupt God’s new creation.  In short, John sees that Jesus 

will return and deal with evil forever, and vindicate those who have 

remained faithful to Him.   

 After the great battle, John brings the book to its conclusion by 

describing in a final vision the marriage of heaven and earth.  These 

are the ones who remain faithful to God, and “conquer” by lying down 

their lives, just like the lamb.   
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 Last week we heard how this bride, those faithful to the Lamb (the 

Church), is stunningly beautiful.  She symbolizes the new creation where God 

is forever joined to His covenant people. 

 This week, John presents this new creation as a city, the New 

Jerusalem.  This new city comes down out of heaven.  God is the architect.  

Additionally, the city is made of precious stone.  In the verses that are 

omitted from today’s reading, one learns that this city is a perfect cube.  It 

has the same length, width, and height.  In other words, this city is the new 

Holy of Holies or the innermost chamber of the Jerusalem Temple, the place 

of great intimacy with God. 

 John tells us that it has a massive high wall with gates that are open.  

The city is protected from anything that would corrupt it.  We also hear that 

the twelve gates are the twelve tribes of the Israelites, while the foundation 

made of the twelve stones symbolizes the twelve apostles.  This city is made 

up of both Jew and Gentile, all those who are willing to follow the lamb.   

 Finally, we hear that the Lord Himself is the temple and His light 

shines perpetually on the entire city.  Every square inch of this new creation 

is permeated by the light and love of God.  The biblical story ends, then, as it 

began.  As with the Garden of Eden, God and the humanity dwell together 

and intimately united as a Bridegroom and Bride.  In short, we learn that 

God makes all things new!   

 While challenging to interpret, Revelation is extremely beautiful and 

gives us hope!  Whatever your challenges, hang in there!  Remain faithful to 

Jesus and you will participate in this New Jerusalem!   


