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 In our first reading from St. Paul to the Romans, we hear him say, 

“For in hope we are saved.”  With all the troubles in the world, I thought it 

might be helpful to reflect on the virtue of hope.     

 First, we typically list hope second of the three theological virtues: 

faith, hope and love.  There is a reason for this.  Faith comes first because it 

is the doorway into the spiritual life.  We must we believe in God and all that 

He has revealed to us before we can desire heaven and eternal life. 

 To give you an image, assume for a moment that our life is a like 

riding a bicycle.  Faith is the tires upon which we move.  Hope is the air 

which fills them up.  Without hope, our tires of faith would remain flat and 

we could go nowhere. 

 Hope, for its part, is that virtue which we believe will actually obtain 

something that is good.  Now, of course, we can hope to obtain all kinds of 

goods – a better world, alleviate all suffering, the elimination of poverty, the 

list goes on and on.  However, the object of Christian hope is God Himself.  

Our hope is that upon death, we will obtain perfect, definitive union with 

God.    

 Additionally, because obtaining God is quite difficult, we not only hope 

to be united with God, but that God will provide the necessary means to 

actually obtain Him.  For example, we believe that the sacraments and 

prayer are just a couple of ways by which God makes it possible to obtain 

Him. 

 Furthermore, just as we are now well aware that the sins of a few 

touch the whole Church, so when we have hope, it is meant to spread to all 

those around us.  St. Paul does not say we are only to hope in our own 

salvation, but rather that all of creation will be renewed.   Notice how broad 

our hope is meant to extend – the renewal of all creation!   

 Our hope, then, is that we continue to pray and working for healing in 

the Church and the world.  May of all creation be renewed in Christ!  May we 

remain committed to prayer ask the Lord for hope.  And may we turn to 

Mary, who has gone before us – our star of hope – that she may pray for us 

and lead us on our way to God.    
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We hope to obtain something good, which is difficult to obtain.  However, it is possible to obtain or 

there would be no reason to hope in it.   

Hope in things that are possible to attain, but difficult; impossible, we wouldn’t hope for it 

Middle ground: assured (no reason to hope) – nor impossible, fall into despair  

Centered on God: will obtain God and eternal blessedness 

Where do we place our hope?  In God as a our last end and the divine assistance required to get there.  

Hope in the prayers of the saints, the sacraments, the power of prayer, etc. 

Early Church: Christ is not something abstract, but Someone who changes our lives.  Performative: Life-

changing 

Distinctiveness of Christians is that we have a future – do not place our hope in politics or science – 

ultimate meaning in life in Christ.   

Have vision of hope, which is given to us like a seed, which changes our lives (performative) 

Faith opens the door – hope peers into the door (seeing what we believe) – assurance that we will 

receive it.   

Hope is never individualistic, but rooted in Christ, brings into contact with all those united in Him. 

Hope is not just for the individual salvation, but for the restoration of the entire order of things 

Mary is the star of hope – shines on us and leads us along the way 

God has promised it.  Faith comes first because we must believe in what we hope to obtain.  

 Hope does not just want to know something, but to obtain something that is good, to partake of 

that good.  

 


