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 Today the Church celebrates the feast of the Apostles Simon and Jude.  

These two apostles are often placed next to each in the lists of the Apostles. 

 Simon is given the nickname “Cananaean” in Matthew and Mark.  Luke 

refers to him as a “zealot.”  During Jesus’ time, the zealots were a Jewish 

sect representing an extreme Jewish nationalism.  Thus, we presume that 

Simon burned for God, His people, and the divine law. 

 If you think about it, it is interesting that Jesus calls both a tax 

collector, namely Matthew, and a zealot to serve Him as apostles.  These 

two groups disliked each other.  Tax collectors were considered traitors in 

that they worked for the Romans in collecting taxes.  Only Jesus is able to 

bring together such hostile groups. 

 Jesus is interested in people, not classes.  It is Jesus Himself who 

binds us together.  His calling of two men from very different backgrounds is 

certainly a good lesson for us today. 

 Regarding Jude, tradition gives him two different names.  John and 

Luke call him Jude, while Matthew and Mark call him Thaddeus.  We know 

very little about Jude.  John says that at the Last Supper, Jude asked Jesus, 

“Lord, how is that you will manifest yourself to us and not to the world?”   

 To this the Lord responds, “If a man loves me, he will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 

with him.”   It seems, then, that the Lord manifests Himself to those with an 

open heart.  Jesus will not force Himself upon others, but will only dwell with 

those who willingly invite Him in.   

 Finally, Jude has become known as the patron saint of impossible 

cases.  This is because the New Testament letter that is attributed to him 

stresses that the faithful must persevere in harsh and difficult 

circumstances.  Thus, we can certainly have recourse to Jude when faced 

with what seems to be a hopeless case.  According to tradition, Simon and 

Jude were martyred in Persia.   

 For us today, the fact that Jesus calls two people so different to follow 

Him gives us courage.  If you find you don’t get along with someone who is 

very different from you, go to Jesus!  Ask Him for the grace to act with 

charity toward this person.  If Jesus could bring Simon and Jude together, 

certainly He can help you with those who are very different from you.      


