
St. Bruno 

 
 Our saint today was born in Cologne around the year 1030.  He 

was educated in Rheims, where he eventually became a professor of 
theology (1056-1074).  

 
 Over time, the people of Rheims wanted to make Bruno bishop.  

However, he declined and decided to pursue an eremitical life.  He 
became a hermit.  He and six companions moved to a mountainous 

region called La Grande Chartreuse.   
 

 Building an oratory and individual cells, the little band of hermits 
became the foundation of the Carthusian Order.  They embraced a life 

of poverty, manual work, prayer, and transcribing manuscripts.  A 
priest once told me that the Carthusians are the only order in the 

Church that has never had to be reformed.  

 
 The little community’s fame spread and Pope Urban II brought 

Bruno to Rome (1090).  Bruno became the advisor to the pope to help 
reform the clergy.  Over time, Bruno was able to convince the pope to 

allow him to return to his eremitical life.   
 

 Bruno wrote several commentaries on the psalms and St. Paul’s 
letters.  He was never formally canonized because the Carthusians 

disliked public honors.  His name was placed on the Roman calendar in 
1623. 

 
 In terms of his personality, Bruno is known for his great humility 

and shyness.   
 

 Today, the Carthusian Order is composed of about 450 monks 

and nuns.  There are 24 houses in three continents.  The Carthusians 
are probably the strictest order in the Church, living extremely simple 

lives of poverty and contemplative prayer.   
 

 They live separated from the world to achieve solitude of the 
heart.  They do not receive guests and have little to no contact with 

the media.  Family members can visit them once or twice per year.   
 

 There is one house in the United States in Vermont called the 
Charterhouse of the Transfiguration.  Overall, we are extremely 

grateful for their undivided love for Christ, simplicity of life, 
contemplative prayer for souls, and burning charity.  May God bless 

them and reward them abundantly!  St. Bruno, pray for us!         


