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 Our celebration of St. Monica today certainly can give inspiration to all 

mothers of children who have gone astray.  She is probably most well known 

for the fact that she never gave up on her son Augustine, who is certainly 

one of the most well known saints in our tradition. 

 As a teenager, Augustine left the faith for a Manichaeism, which was a 

prominent heresy at the time that believed all flesh was evil.  Additionally, 

the young teenager was living an immoral life.  This, of course, angered 

Monica, who refused to let him eat or sleep in her house.  However, she had 

a dream that one day the rebellious teenager would return to the faith. 

 From then on, like the hound of heaven, she tried to remain close to 

her son never ceasing to pray and fast for him.  In fact, this wore on 

Augustine so much that in his famous book, Confessions, he tells us that he 

was going to say goodbye to a friend, but instead got on a boat in Carthage 

and set sail for Rome.  Eventually, he made his way to Milan where the 

famous St. Ambrose was bishop.  Monica, of course, followed him there. 

 While in Milan, Monica led a quiet and devout life as a constant 

reminder to her son that he needed to return to the Church.  She continued 

her prayers for him until finally he accepted instruction in the faith.  At last, 

Augustine was baptized at Easter in 387 AD.  We cannot imagine the joy of 

both Monica and Augustine on this day. 

 There is a well known dialogue between the two that Augustine relates 

in Confessions.  As the two sat together at a window in Ostia, Augustine 

says that Monica said, “Son, as far as I am concerned, nothing in this life 

now gives me any pleasure.  I do not know why I am still here, since I have 

no further hopes in this world.  I did have one reason for wanting to live 

longer: to see you become a Catholic Christian before I died.  God has 

lavished his gifts on me in that respect, for I know that you have even 

renounced earthly happiness to be his servant.  So what am I doing here?”   

Shortly thereafter she became ill and suffered severely for nine days before 

her death.  Before dying, Augustine says she asked for one thing: “that you 

remember me at the altar of the Lord wherever you may be.” 

 May Monica give those of you with children, a loved one, or a friend 

who has left the faith the inspiration and hope to never give up on them.  By 

God’s grace and your good example, they will come home again for their 

own good and for the glory of God. 


