
Polycarp 
 
 Today the Church celebrates St. Polycarp, who lived in the second 
century.  He is part of the second generation of Christians.  The tradition 

is that he sat at the feet of St. John the Apostle, where he heard the 
stories of Jesus firsthand. 

 
 He was the bishop of Smyrna, which is in modern day Turkey.  It 

was a beautiful city located on the Mediterranean Sea.  Unfortunately, 
after the apostles died, false teaching began to spring up and Polycarp 

and others had to defend the Church.  Polycarp was quite candid with 
those who presented such teachings. 

 
 The most-known story about Polycarp is the way he died.  A bloody 
persecution broke out against the Church and the crowds demanded the 

life of Polycarp because he was a known leader at the time.   
 

 They found him at a farm in an upstairs room.  Once Polycarp 
learned that they were near, he said, “God’s will be done.”   He went 

downstairs, talked to his captors, and fed them a meal.  He asked for an 
hour of prayer.  He prayed for everyone he knew and for the Church.  

Many of his captors began to wonder why they were arresting this holy 
eighty-six year old bishop. 

 
 They then brought Polycarp to the place where the people had 

assembled.  They tried to convince him to change his mind and swear by 
Caesar to save himself.  Polycarp said, “If you imagine that I will swear 

by Caesar, you do not know who I am. Let me tell you plainly, I am a 
Christian.” 
 

 When they lit a fire to burn Polycarp, the flames burst up in an arch 
around him.  They surrounded him like sails.  When the captors saw he 

wasn’t being burned, they stabbed him.  After his body was burned, the 
Christians took his bones and celebrated the memory of his martyrdom. 

 
 For us today, Polycarp can teach a couple of things.  First, he is a 

man of courage.  He was willing to die for Christ.  Imagine what that hour 
of prayer was like knowing that soon he was going to be martyred.  

Whatever challenges we face, by God’s grace, we are called to have the 
same courage, generosity, and conviction that St. Polycarp did.   

 
 Second, he teaches us the importance of passing on the faith.  He 

learned the faith from St. John, and then passed it on by his teaching and 
witness.  We are called to do the same.  St. Polycarp, pray for us!  
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