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 We celebrate a terrific saint today!  Mother Teresa certainly picked 
up her cross and followed Jesus. 

 
 Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhhiu was born in Skopje, Serbia, in 1910.  She 

had an older sister and brother.  Her family was fairly well to do until her 
father passed when she was just eight years old.  The family then became 

quite poor.  
 

 At the age of 18, Agnes applied to the Loretto Sisters, which was 
the Irish branch of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

Unfortunately, after leaving her home she would never see her mother or 
older sister again because of Communism.  In Ireland, Agnes took the 

name Sr. Mary Teresa of the child Jesus, after the recently canonized St. 
Thérèse of Lisieux, our patron saint! 

 
 The Loretto Sisters had a missionary presence India.  After a brief 

novitiate in Ireland, the now Sr. Teresa set sail for India, arriving in 
Calcutta on January 6, 1929.  When she arrived, she was dazzled by the 
beauty of India’s natural environment, but shocked beyond words by it’s 

poverty.  She had known poverty in Serbia but nothing prepared her for 
what she saw in Calcutta (Robert Barron, Catholicism).   

  
 At first, Sr. Teresa was sheltered from the poverty by teaching 

geography and English in a Loretto Convent School.  For the next     20 
years, Mother Teresa remained deeply committed to prayer, serving her 

sisters, and teaching her students.   
 

 On September 10, 1946, Mother Teresa took a train from Calcutta 
to Darjeeling for her annual retreat.  During this trip, she had an 

inspiration or what she referred to as a “call within a call.”  Jesus knew He 
is dealing with an extremely generous heart.  However, He wanted to 

unite Mother Teresa even more perfectly to Himself and therefore invited 
her to share in His own Heart, in His thirst for souls.   
  

Mother Teresa related these experiences to her spiritual director, who 
then brought the idea of serving the poorest of the poor to the Archbishop 

of Calcutta.  The archbishop tested Mother Teresa, and as she persisted 
his admiration for her grew. 

  
 After consulting experts in canon law, the archbishop released 

Mother Teresa from her vows.  In April 1948, final approval came from 
Rome.  After serving with the Loretto Sisters for 20 years, Mother Teresa 

left her familiar community and began work in the slums.   
  

 At first, she experienced bouts of loneliness and discouragement 
and was tempted to return to the ease of Loretto.  However, she 
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persevered.  Additionally, if a work is of God, others will be drawn to it.  
Many of her former students began to join her in the slums.  They 

became the first missionaries of charity.   
 

 Additionally, Mother knew that if you were going to serve the 
poorest of the poor, you must live like them.  Each missionary was given 

two cotton saris (habit), a pair of sandals, a crucifix, a rosary, a medal 
bucket for washing, and a thin mattress that served as a bed. They were 

compelled to beg for their food.  (Robert Barron, Catholicism)   
  

 In terms of their day, they rose at 4:40 am, and from 5:15-6:45 
am prayed, meditated, and attended Mass.  They ate a small breakfast 

and by 7:45 am were on the streets.   They returned at 12:00 pm for 
prayer and midday meals, rest and spiritual reading, and then returned 

for pastoral work in the slums in the evening (Robert Barron, 
Catholicism).   

  
 Mother Teresa and her sisters were motivated by Jesus’ love.  She 
once remarked, “The work is not the vocation, the vocation is to belong to 

Jesus; the reason for our existence is to satiate the love of Jesus for the 
salvation of souls.”  In helping the poor, Mother and her sisters were 

satiating the love of Jesus.  
  

 Mother Teresa understood Jesus’ thirst on the Cross not as a   
thirst for water, but rather for love, for my love and your love.  Thus, in 

every one of Mother Teresa’s chapels, there is a crucifix with the words, “I 
thirst” on the wall.  Jesus thirsts for our love every day. 

  
 For Mother Teresa, the greatest suffering and poverty today was to 

feel unloved, unwanted, and uncared for.  She emphasized that love must 
be put into action.  We can’t just talk about loving God and loving people.  

She would tell her sisters, “We didn’t join the Society to be a number, but 
to be a missionary of charity, to be a bearer of God’s love.”   In short, her 
goal was to “be Jesus’ love,” His presence in the world today, particularly 

His love for the poorest of the poor. 
  

 After years of tireless prayer and service, Mother Teresa passed 
away on September 5, 1997.   She was given a state funeral where 

hundreds of thousands of people, from India and beyond, paid their 
respects.  Pope John Paul II beatified her on October 13, 2003, before 

300,000 people assembled in St. Peter’s square.   
 

 In gratitude, we thank God for Mother Teresa, who truly was a 
Missionary of Charity, a bearer of God’s light and love.  May she inspire 

you and me, to put our love into action for souls, and in doing so, satiate 
the thirst of Jesus.  St. Mother Teresa, pray for us! 


