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St. Thomas More 
 

 This is quite the week with the saints we celebrate.  We celebrated       
St. Aloysius Ganzaga, a young man who gave his life to Christ by serving the 

poor.  Today we celebrate to great English saints: St. John Fischer and           

St. Thomas More.  Both were from the 16th century and martyred for standing 
up for their faith.  On Sunday we will celebrate the birth of St. John the 

Baptist, who gave His life for the truth.   
 

 For sake of brevity, I would like to focus on St. Thomas More.  If you 

have seen the classic movie, A Man for All Seasons, it does an excellent job 
of portraying the character and wit of St. Thomas More.  The movie opens 

with Sir Thomas in his stately home.  He is well connected and he has lots 
friends.  He is at the height of his powers and moving toward the highest 

social ranks and office of his time.  He has a lot to lose. 
 

 He then receives a note from Cardinal Wosely, who was Lord 
Chancellor or the king’s right hand man at the time.  When Thomas walks in 

his office, Wolsley scowls at Thomas.  He says, “You opposed me in the 
council this morning Thomas.”  “Yes, your grace.”   

 
 If Sir Thomas were a people pleaser, he would be very afraid.  But he 

is not.  He is a man of integrity and rooted in the truth.  You may remember 
from your history classes that King Henry VIII wanted to obtain a divorce 

from his wife Catherine of Aragon.  He petitioned to the pope, he refused to 

grant it.  Therefore, King Henry VIII worked to break away from the Church 
and declare himself the head of his own church.   

 
 The king knows, however, that he needs some buy in from the leading 

people of society.  Therefore, he calls Sir Thomas to get him to approve of 
his divorce and remarriage to Ann Boleyn, as well as his intention to begin 

his own church.  
 

 If Sir Thomas wants political favor and a higher office, he would 
concede to the king’s request.  The king asks him point blank, “Have I your 

support, or have I not?”  “No, I’m not going to help you.”  The king then 
loses his temper.  He begins threatening Thomas.  Again, many of us would 

cower in fear.  But Thomas holds fast.   
 

 Unfortunately, things go from bad to worse for Thomas.  He has to 

resign from his office as Lord Chancellor.  He begins losing his friends as 
they fold under the pressure.  He loses his income and his home.  
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 Eventually, the king has Thomas brought to the Tower of London 
where he detains him in a prison cell for his refusal to cooperate with him.  

At first, he was given some privileges.  He had a writing table and chair, 
supplies for writings, his books including his prayer book, and some warm 

clothing.  
 

 These privileges, however, were taken away as Thomas refused to 
take the Oath of Supremacy, or that the king is head of the Church.  His 

books were taken away.  There was no more paper and ink for writing.  Food 
became less frequent and plentiful.   

 
 And finally, the very clothes warming his body were stripped from him. 

In the end, the King took everything from him. He took all his possessions, 
his home, and his friends.  All that was left was his life.  

 

 Thomas was then brought before a jury, where a witness testified 
falsely against him.  After just 15 minutes, the jury condemned him to 

death.  He was brought to Tower Hill and beheaded.  He famously remarked 
before being killed, “I die the king’s good servant, but God’s first.”  This is 

the motto for his whole life.   Thomas greatly respected God, and no one on 
earth – no matter what you took away from him – could change that.  In 

short, “he had no fear” and therefore, was truly free to love and serve the 
Lord. 

   
  May St. Thomas inspire you!  He loved Christ and His truth above all 

else, even as it cost him his livelihood, friends, comforts, and even life itself.  
Consequently, today we celebrate that St. Thomas shares in the fullness of 

Life, which is Christ Himself.   
 

St. Thomas More and St. John Fischer, pray for us!    


