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 This week our first reading will be going through the book of Wisdom.  

This book is part of the Wisdom literature, which includes books such as 

Proverbs, Job, Sirach, etc.  This genre of literature is a bit different from the 

rest of the Old Testament in that it is more focused on everyday life and how 

to live well.  God is certainly present in these writings, but reference to Him 

is more indirect.  Instead, the focus is on practical wisdom, which if followed, 

is a key to a life of happiness. 

 Our first reading today is sometimes chosen for funerals.  It begins by 

teaching us that God wills us to live.  Death was not part of God’s original 

plan, but rather entered in because of the devil.   

 On the surface level, it seems pretty basic that God is good, loving, 

merciful, and wills the best for us.  After all, He is our heavenly Father.  

However, because of original sin, think how often we struggle to believe this!  

For example, when we sin, our tendency is to run and hide in fear or shame 

like Adam and Eve.  However, as then, He comes looking for us.   

 Additionally, today’s first reading reminds us that suffering never has 

the last word.  It speaks about “torment” and “affliction.”  When suffering, 

we may be tempted to despair, or that God is displeased with us and/or 

does not care about us.   

 Our reading puts suffering in proper perspective.  Like gold being 

purified, suffering has the ability to purify us of our faults, weaknesses, and 

sins.  Even more, it unites us with Christ in His suffering.  St. Paul says to 

the Colossians, “Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh 

I am filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ on behalf of his 

body, which is the church.”  For Paul, suffering not only unites us to Christ, 

but in Him, is redemptive for His Church.   

 Our first reading, while short, has a lot packed into it!  It truly is 

“wisdom” or to see things from God’s perspective!  May it give you hope that 

while painful to lose your loved ones, they are truly in the hand of God.  As 

we pray in our funeral liturgy, may they rest in peace.   

 Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord…and let perpetual light shine 

 upon them.   

May they rest in peace.  Amen. May their souls and the souls of all the 

faithful departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 


