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All Things in Charity 

 It is a great joy to teach younger students about vestments.  They 

come into the sacristy and I have everything laid out and ready for them so 

that we could discuss them.  I learn quickly that they have a pretty short 

attention span.   

 I usually begin talking about the alb, or the long white garment that 

reminds us of our baptismal garment.  When I put that on, one of them 

yells, “That looks like a dress!”  Yes, yes, it looks like a dress.  Then I put on 

the cincture and the stole.  And last but not least, I put on the chasuble or 

the outer colored vestment.  We discuss the meaning of the colors green, 

white, red, and violet (or purple).  

 One thing I make sure to tell them is that the chasuble symbolizes 

love or charity.  I say, “See how this covers all the others things I wear.  

Charity or love is supposed to cover all things.  It even covers the stole, the 

symbol of authority.  This is why we wear the chasuble over the stole – even 

though we have authority, we must do all things in love. 

 I bring this up because we heard in our first reading that God is stern 

with the exalted, or those in a position of authority.  He does not show any 

partiality.  He Himself makes the great and the small and provides for both.  

It’s not only priests who needed to be reminded of this, but anyone who 

holds a position of authority – those in the government, parents, teachers, 

etc.  All in authority will have to give an account for how they exercised their 

authority. 

 Did they exercise their authority with love and mercy, or with an iron-

fist?  The key for anyone in authority, of course, is to recognize that their 

authority comes from God.  Ultimately, He is the one has who has all 

authority for which we must give account.  

 I suppose this is why St. Paul remarks in 1 Timothy, “I urge that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all men, 

for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life, godly and respectful in every way” (1 Tim. 2:1-2).  May we 

follow his command and pray for those in authority that they might use it 
well. 


