
 This week our lectionary continues to bring us through the Book 
of Wisdom.  Scholars believe that this book was written in the late first 

century B.C.  The Book of Sirach and Proverbs also come from this 
period.  They are texts of a more meditative nature.  They give us 

pithy statements, helping us make decisions in everyday life.    
 

 Additionally, many scholars believe that the Book of Wisdom was 
written to the Jews living in the diaspora (i.e., those living outside of 

Israel).  Greek culture was prominent during this time, which brought 
it’s own ideas of how the world was governed and the afterlife.   

 
 Many Greek philosophers associated the order and design of the 

universe with the Logos or the “Word.”  It was the overarching Reason 
or Meaning behind the universe.  Additionally, they believed in the 

immortality of the soul.  Hence, on Tuesday we heard about the souls 

of the just being in the hand of God (Wis 3:1).   
 

 Today, we hear about Wisdom and all her beautiful qualities: 
intelligent, holy, unique, manifold, agile, all-powerful, all-seeing, etc.  

Additionally, the author tells us wisdom enters that souls are pure.  
With so much focus on “Wisdom,” we might ask, “What is wisdom and 

how do I obtain it?” 
 

 Earlier in the chapter, our author says, “Therefore I prayed, and 
prudence was given me; I pleaded and the spirit of Wisdom came to 

me” (Wis. 7:7).  He prays for prudence and wisdom.  
 

 For the medievals, prudence was the queen of virtues.  It is the 
virtue that enables one to do the right thing in a particular situation. 

It’s the ability to size up a situation and know what to do.  Prudence 

gives one the ability to know when, where, and how to do something. 
 

 Wisdom, for its part, does not focus on a particular situation, but 
rather on the big picture.  According to St. Thomas, it is the “view 

from the hilltop.”  It is to see things from the “standpoint of the 
highest cause,” or God’s view.  

 
 We can see, then, why the author prays for both prudence and 

wisdom.  He wants to know what to do in a particular situation, but in 
order to do that, he must also see the big picture.   

 
 In this light, we see how important it is to pray for both 

prudence and wisdom!  Not only do we need wisdom (know what God 
wants), but also prudence to make practical decisions each day. 


